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ITEM 5.02.  DEPARTURE OF DIRECTORS OR PRINCIPAL OFFICERS; ELECTION OF DIRECTORS;
APPOINTMENT OF PRINCIPAL OFFICERS.

            On September 27, 2006, the Board of Directors of Ligand
Pharmaceuticals Incorporated, a Delaware corporation ("LIGAND"), appointed
Jason M. Aryeh as a director to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of
David E. Robinson. Mr. Aryeh is the founder and general partner of JALAA
Equities, LP, a private hedge fund with a focus on biotechnology and specialty
pharmaceutical companies. Mr. Aryeh was not selected as a director pursuant to
any arrangement or understanding between him and any other persons.

            A copy of the press release dated October 1, 2006 announcing
Mr. Aryeh's appointment is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and is incorporated
herein by reference.

ITEM 9.01.   FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND EXHIBITS.

(d)      Exhibits

EXHIBIT NUMBER             DESCRIPTION
--------------             -----------

99.1              Press release dated October 1, 2006 announcing the
                  appointment of Jason M. Aryeh to Ligand's Board of Directors.

                                   SIGNATURES

         Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                  LIGAND PHARMACEUTICALS INCORPORATED

Date: October 2, 2006       By:     /s/ Warner R. Broaddus
                            Name:   Warner R. Broaddus
                            Title:  Vice President, General Counsel & Secretary

                                  EXHIBIT INDEX
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99.1              Press release dated October 1, 2006 announcing the
                  appointment of Jason M. Aryeh to Ligand's Board of Directors.
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